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of January they had produced visible effect. Still CHAP.XXVL
they were insufficient effectually to breach the A.ixi826.
walls, and on the evening of the 6th a mine was
commenced in the escarp of the ditch on the
northern face; but unfortunately the work not
being sufficiently advanced by daybreak, and the
engineers apprehending discovery if their operations
were continued, it was prematurely exploded, and
produced no material effect. A second attempt to
mine was made, but those employed in it were
countermined from the interior before they had
entered many feet. The gallery was subsequently
blown in, it having been discovered that the enemy
were keeping watch in it.
A serious accident occurred on the 8th; a shot
from the fort set fire to a tumbril, and in consequence
about twenty thousand pounds weight of Ammuni-
tion was destroyed*
On the 14th a mine under one of the bastions was
exploded with little advantage. Two others were
then driven into the same wall, which were blown
on the 16th, with such effect that, with the aid of a
day's battering, a sufficient breach was made.
The morning of the 18th was fixed for the as-
sault, which was to be made by two columns, the
right commanded by Major-General Reynell, and
the left by Major-General NicolL-u The signal was
the explosion of a mine in the north-east angle,
wlxich took place at eight .o'clock with terrible
effect. Unfortunately, however, the explosion being
in an unexpected direction, several men of General